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13 ASI 
candidates 
sanctioned 
for campaign 
violations 


The SDL members are 
fined for improperly 
placed campaign 
posters. 


STUDENT EXCELLENCE FEE i 


$2.79 MILLION 


In its first semester, the Student Excellence Fee brought in $2.79 million. 
The majority of the funds were dispersed among the following 10 entities. 


BASE: BASELINE AMOUNT ® PROP: PROPOSAL AMOUNT ® SourCE: MICHAEL BLAZEY @ ILLUSTRATION BY JASON CLARK 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


The Associated Students Inc. Board 
of Elections approved sanctions Friday 
against two executive candidates and 
the other 11 members of Students for 
Diverse Leadership for violating cam- 
paign policy. 

As aresult of two improperly placed 
campaign posters, ASI presidential 
candidate Joseph Phillips and vice 
presidential candidate Nayiri Bagh- 
dassarian were ordered to remove all 
of their staked campaign posters by 5 
p-m. Friday. 

Phillips and Baghdassarian also lost 
$25 each from their campaign depos- 
its and are not allowed to put up their 
posters on campus until Tuesday at 9 
a.m., according to a letter sent to Phil- 
lips. All students running on the SDL 
ticket also lost $15 of their campaign 
deposits. 

The improperly placed posters were 
in violation of Section V-C-2-B of the 
Elections Handbook, which prohibits 
the posting of “any materials on, or af- 
fixing to buildings, doors/door knobs, 
sculptures, posts, railings, trees, traffic 
control signs, sidewalks, paved areas, 
utility poles, vehicles, parking lots, in 
planted garden areas, newspaper racks 
or kiosks,” according to the letter. 

ASI Treasurer and presidential can- 
didate Agatha Gucyski said she filed 
the campaign violation petition after 
spotting posters that were improperly 
placed near the University Art Museum 
on Wednesday morning. 

“T was on my way to the University 
Student Union,” she said. “There were] 
two posters laying on university poles. 
While I was there, I took the pictures.” 

Gucyski turned in the petition and 
was present at the Board of Elections 
hearing on Friday. She said the board 
unanimously agreed that the posters 
were in violation of campaign policy. 

“Every candidate who is going to 
campaign is presented with rules that 
we must follow,” she said. “When 
somebody violates the rules, it’s really 
like they’re cheating.” 

Phillips said that he had left the 
campaign posters behind while he ate 
breakfast at one of the nearby tables. 
He said he did not intend for them to be 
used as campaigning tools. 

“Me and Nayiri [Baghdassarian] 


See CAMPAIGN, Page 3 


College of the Arts 
$321,650 


Base: $132,500 
y _ Prop: $189,150 


College of Education 


$103,500 


Base: $37,500 
Prop: $66,000 
Pet: 3.8% 


College of Engineering 


$393,500 


Base: $87,500 
Prop: $306,000 
Pet: 14.5% 


Pct: 11.9% 


College of Health and 
Human Services 


$245,500 


Academic/Information 
Technology Services 


$723,501 


College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics 


$346,270 


College of Business 
Administration 


$128,483 


Base: $42,500 Base: $139,500 Base: $198,000 ~ Base: $500,000 
/ Prop: $85,983 y Prop: $106,000 ag Prop: $148,270 Pa, AT Prop: $123,902 
Pet: 4.7% Pct: 9.9% Pet: 12.7% IT Prop: $99,599 

Pet: 26.7% 


College of Liberal Arts 
$186,600 


-Base: $170,000 
Prop: $16,600 


Pct: 6.9% 


he $79 increase to the 

Student Excellence Fee 

that Cal State Long 

Beach students paid this 
semester alone generated nearly $2.8 mil- 
lion in additional funds, which are being 
used to fund library subscriptions, hire 
new technology staff and purchase equip- 
ment throughout campus. 

The Student Excellence Fee was cre- 
ated in summer 2011 by former CSULB 
President F. King Alexander and set at 
$94 per semester. In May 2013, Alexander 
approved a $79 increase before he left to 
lead the Louisiana State University Sys- 
tem. The increase began in spring 2014, 
bringing the total to $173 per semester. 

Funds generated by the SEF are split 
into two categories: baseline, which to- 
taled $1.49 million for this semester, and 
proposal, which totaled $1.15 million. 
Baseline funds are given to a college or 
department based on need, whereas pro- 
posal funds are awarded through a com- 


University Library 
$131,000 


Base: $50,000 
Prop: $81,000 
Pet: 4.8% 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
Editor In Chief 


petitive process. Most colleges and de- 
partments received both kinds of funds. 

Interim Director of Academic Facili- 
ties Michael Blazey said that dividing the 
funds into two categories was necessary 
to ensure “that every college got a piece 
of the pie.” 

“The reality is that if everybody was 
confined to proposals that were judged 
by merit, it’s conceivable that a college 
or a couple of colleges might get short- 
changed,” Blazey said. “In order to ensure 
that every college has a share of the Stu- 
dent Excellence Fund, every college was 
apportioned a number of dollars.” 

Of the nearly $2.8 million in additional 
funding, Academic Technology Services 
received the most, $498,500, followed 
by the College of Engineering, which re- 
ceived $393,500. 


Academic Affairs 


$133,866 


Base: $133,866 
Prop: $0 
Pct: 4.9% 


Several colleges are using their 
funds from the SEF to purchase or 
upgrade equipment. 

For instance, a portion of the 
College of Natural Sciences and Math- 
ematics’ funds are being used to purchase 
microscopes, replace computers and pay 
for new software. The College of Health 
and Human Services is installing projec- 
tors in 11 classrooms and updating kinesi- 
ology labs with part of its funds. 

Additionally, the College of the Arts 
used some of its funds to purchase tools 
for several Art and Design Department 
programs and new cinematography 
equipment for the Film and Electronic 
Arts Department. 

Another portion of the total funds is 
being used to acquire university-wide site 
licenses for technologies such as Adobe 
suite, according to University Library 
Associate Dean Tracey Mayfield. The 


See SEF, Page 2 
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Japanese Garden fills with families, Noh theatre 


Noh is the oldest 
known form of stage 
performance in the 
world. 


By Scotr Bosco 
Assistant City Editor 


More than 40 people of all ages gath- 
ered at the Japanese Garden on campus 
for the Noh mask-making event Sunday 
as part of the garden’s Family Day. 

The event, which was a collaboration 
between the University Art Museum 
and the Earl Burns Miller Japanese 
Garden, featured lessons on Noh the- 
atre and offered a chance for attendees 
to create their own Noh mask out of pa- 
per and colored pencils. 

Noh is the oldest known form of 
stage performance in the world and 
was originally performed in gardens, 
according to the Cal State Long Beach 
website. Noh uses both slow and frenet- 
ic body movements coupled with slight 
shifts of the masked head to convey 
subtle expressions and emotions. 

“When you look at the traditional 
stage, it always has the big pine tree in 
it,’ said Jeanette Schelin, senior direc- 


SEF 


Continued from Page | 


funds are also being used to upgrade 
200 computers in the Spideil Technol- 
ogy Center and renew subscriptions to 
research databases, such as Academic 
Search Complete. 

Blazey helped organize proposals for 
both categories of SEF funds and con- 
sulted with student representatives and 
campus administrators during the allo- 
cation process. 

Before passing the proposals to In- 
terim President Donald Para for final 
approval, Blazey said he met with As- 
sociated Students Inc. President John 
Haberstroh, two associate vice presi- 
dents for academic affairs and Interim 
Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs David Dowell. 

“The protocol requires the colleges 
to review the proposal with an in-house 
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Above: Sophomore dance major Matt Sagisi 
demonstrates proper Japanese sitting to children 
during a mask-making event at the Earl Burns 
Miller Japanese Garden on Sunday. 


Right: Sagisi teaches Francie Somogyi Noh 


movement patterns at the event. 


tor for the Japanese Garden. “If you 
Google Noh theatre, you’ll see a pine 

. It is always in the background, and 
that’s homage to the fact that the first 
Noh performances were performed in 
the gardens.” 

Noh theatre combines dance, poetry, 
music and acting, where the expressions 
of the masks are supposed to be only a 
subtle part of the expression, Japanese 


committee with faculty and student in- 
put,” he said. “It was very consultative 
along the way.” 

Each college and department was 


_also required to show how it would 


spend both its baseline and" ‘proposal 
money. 

“[SEF] funds are not general fund 
dollars,” Blazey said. “If they’ve asked 
for it for a particular purpose, they have 
to purchase or spend it out on that par- 
ticular thing. They don’t just get a pot 
of money that they can spend as they 
see fit.” 

Blazey said that the highest con- 
sideration was given to instructional 
technology, or “technology that touches 
students.” However, not all proposals 
that were funded fit within the standard 
definition of technology. 

“We're kind of in an age where we 
think of technology as ‘high-tech, 
which tends to be computer driven,” he 
said. “But the reality is that technology 
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your degree 
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Garden Director Alison Redfoot said. 

“The faces lack expression because 
[the artists] want the movement, the 
music and the story to express the emo- 
tion,’ Redfoot said. 

The event also featured a Noh move- 
ment demonstration by Matt Sagisi, a 
sophomore dance major and Japanese 
Garden employee. Attendees were en- 
couraged to roleplay with the masks 


they made and act out gestures and 
movements of Noh theatre among the 
Japanese black pines. 

“The dance has been called ‘The Art 
of Walking,” Sagisi said. “Once they 
made a mask, they have the opportu- 
nity to try out some of the movements 
that would go on in a typical perfor- 
mance.” 

Noh theatre and masks were a new 


experience for sophomore music per- 
formance major Eugine Hossain, who 
said she had never seen Noh theatre 
before. 

“T’ve never heard about it,’ Hossain 
said. “But I was interested in just learn- 
ing how different Noh was from West- 
ern theatre.” 

The Noh mask exhibit is on display at 
the UAM through April 14. 


A CLOSER 00K AT THE FUNDING BREAKDOWN 


7 Keaton 7 = Services 
received baseline funds for soft- 
_ ware licenses and computer up 
__ gradesin classrooms and student 
computer labs. Proposal funds 
were allocated to upgrade AV in 
_ some large lecture halls. _ 


“« College ofEngineering 
_ received baseline funds for 


instructional software licenses, 
_ to replace computers in oS - 


rooms and instructional labs, 
oo as a“ 


“ 


1n- 


is broadly defined. The adjective 
structional’ is key here.” 

If not for the SEF funds, Blazey said, 
CSULB would not be able to stay up-to- 


_ “College of Natural Sciences. 


i instructional labs. Proposal. | 
_fundswereallocatedtoup- 


grade the Beret ene 


and fluid mechanics labs. 


and Mathematics received 
baseline | fundstoreplaceor _ 


_ repair avariety ofinstructional 


_ equipment such as autoclaves _ 
_ incubators, 5 
_ microscope 
be i to replace student-use 


date with its technology needs. 

“These things would probably not 
be available given the current budget 
situation,” he said. “The reality is if 
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it weren’t for the Student Excellence 
Funds, students would probably still be 
using technology that is probably out of 
date.” 
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Science Extravaganza brings STEM fields, 
marshmallows together at The Beach 


The event seeks to 
encourage middle 
school students to 
pursue an education 
in the STEM fields. 


By RAvuL CABRAL 


Contributing Writer 


Students from all over Long Beach 
descended upon campus Friday to take 
part in the fifth. annual Science Ex- 
travaganza that included workshops and 
competitions at the lawn near the Out- 
post Grill. 

A collaborative effort between Cal 
State Long Beach and MAES: Latinos 
in Science and Engineering, the event 
aims to use a day full of hands-on sci- 
ence, technology, engineering and 
math-based workshops and laboratory 
experiments to engage middle school 
students in the STEM fields. 

Daan Leiva, a junior physics and 
mechanical engineering double ma- 
jor and a co-chair in charge of coor- 
dinating the Science Extravaganza, 
said he believes the event can help 
push young students to pursue higher 


education. 

“Our main goal is to outreach to 
kids that come from underprivileged 
areas because a lot of those kids don’t 
see college as an option,” he said. 
“They think that higher education is 
just too hard or that math is boring or 
that engineering is just for people who 
are really smart. We want to show 
them that it can be fun and enjoyable 
and that they too can have access to 
i 

The event included competitions 
among attendees, and the main com- 
petition challenged students to build 
the highest freestanding structure pos- 
sible using only uncooked spaghetti 
and marshmallows. First-place winners 
were awarded a medal. 

Brandon Kawata, a senior physics 
major who volunteered at the event, said 
that experiencing the workshops and 
competition firsthand is vital to getting 
kids interested in science. 

“I think a day like today is very 
helpful to the kids because it gives 
them some hands-on experience with 
science and getting to see it instead 
of just reading it in a textbook,” he 
said. “They get to actually experi- 
ence it.” 

At the event, students also heard from 
keynote speaker Jesus Perez, a graduate 
of MIT and Stanford who enlisted in the 


Navy and became a systems engineer at 
Raytheon Company, an American de- 
fense contractor. 

Perez encouraged the kids in atten- 
dance to work hard in order to achieve 
their dreams and explained his work to 
the middle school students. 

“I’m a mechanical engineer; so, ba- 
sically, I fix really big engines that are 
probably bigger than your dad’s biggest 
truck,” he said, drawing more than a 
few wide-eyed “oohs” and “ahs” from 
the audience. 

Carlos Huerta, a senior civil engi- 
neering major and co-president of the 
MAES chapter at CSULB, said that get- 
ting students interested in science and 
engineering can be a challenge at times. 

“We bring middle school kids to 
this event because we feel that they are 
easier to target,’ Huerta said. “If we 
can get at least a few of these kids to 
take a genuine interest in these fields of 
study, then we feel like they will take 
high school more seriously and possibly 
pursue them in college.” 

Daisy Balcazar, a freshman me- 
chanical engineering major who vol- 
unteered at the event, said she believes 
she is living proof that events such as 
these can influence and guide young 
students. 

“J didn’t know about engineering in 
high school,” she said. “I was involved 
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Two students from Washington Elementary participate in a marsh- 
mallow structure building competition during Friday's extravaganza. 


with a similar program called MESA 
(Mathematics Engineering Science 
Achievement) in high school, and-that 
really opened my eyes to the world of 
engineering because I enjoyed math and 


science.” 

The Science Extravaganza was fi- 
nanced through school grants, national 
grants, the Navy and other donations, 
Leiva said. 


CAMPAIGN 


Continued from Page 1 


had been out campaigning, passing out fly- 
ers ... We had two signs with us,” Phillips 
said. “We had breakfast and ..._ sat down 
15 to 20 feet away. We saw Agatha [Gu- 
cyski] come up and take a picture and walk 
away.” 

Phillips said he was notified on 
Wednesday that a petition had been 
filed against him. 

On Friday, Gucyski and Phillips ap- 
peared before the Board of Elections to 
discuss the petition. Gucyski said that 


Baghdassarian and SDL ticket candi- 
dates were not present at the hearing. 

“Each candidate is held responsible 
for holding each other accountable,” 
Gucyski said. “There’s no other way to 
create fairness.” 

Phillips said he brought a witness to 
corroborate his story, but the Board ulti- 
mately upheld the petition that Gucyski 
had filed against him. 

“We took a big hit ... This is like get- 
ting hit with a torpedo,” Phillips said. 
“This is a dirty move.” 

On her petition, Gucyski said she was 
mistaken when she wrote that another 
violation had occurred due to “littering 


handbills around campus [and] in bath- 
rooms.” ‘She said there was no official 
violation for the handbills. 

SDL ticket member and senatorial 
candidate for the College of Liberal 
Arts James Allen said he was upset by 
the Board’s decision. 

“T thought the purpose of campaigning 
is to inform students that we care, not to 
find any technicality to damage our op- 
ponents,” he said. “All of SDL is having 
a portion of their campaign deposit taken 
away due to the violation, which will af- 
fect several members of SDL financially.” 

Phillips said he plans to appeal the 
decision Monday. 


did you know the 
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youtube channel? 
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Improperly 
placed 
campaign 
posters 
Wednesday 
morning 
resulted in 
sanctions 
for 13 ASI 
candidates. 
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Hmmm... What should | vote based on? 
G.P.A? Main Focuses? Experience? 
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~ OUR VIEW: 
ASI NEEDS STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 


THIS ELECTION SEASO 


The Associated Students Inc. 
campaign season is coming to an end, 
as the Cal State Long Beach student 
body received an election ballot via 
email Friday. 

Based on last year’s record-break- 
ing election turnout of 19.5 percent, 
we’re assuming that less than 20 per- 
cent of the CSULB student body will 
vote in the ASI elections, which are 
still open until Wednesday. We hope 
that students who are voting make an 
informed decision. 

The lack of turnout for the Daily 
49er-hosted ASI executive debates 
Thursday led us to wonder what 
CSULB students want to see in their 
next student leaders, if they want to see 
anything at all. 

Students should pay attention to the 
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AST elections. They should listen at 
the debates, meet the candidates at the 
“Meet and Greets,” and, most of all, 
they should try to tell their candidates 
what they want for their university. 

Of course, most students would say 
they want a candidate who advocates 
against fee increases. But, what else? 

We would like to see several other 
attributes in next year’s ASI officers. 
We think realistic goals are better than 
lofty, ambitious ones. 

We don’t intend to discourage ambi- 
tion; however, we think ASI officers 
should recognize that they are elected 
to office for only a year. They should 
keep this in mind, when making cam- 
paign promises to the student body. 

For example, take ASI President 
John Haberstroh and Vice President 


Jonathon Bolin’s implementation of 
their bi-weekly town hall meetings 

at the Nugget Grill and Pub. It was a 
simple idea that has led to changes that 
students notice. Z 

At one meeting, a student sug- 
gested a ping pong table be bought for 
the University Student Union. A few 
weeks later, there was a ping pong 
table. 

Haberstroh and Bolin also took 
paycuts to fund scholarships, 
another easy change that impacts 
students. It did not require many 
meetings nor bureaucratic hoops to 
jump through. 

We hope candidates, especially 
the executives, take notice. 

A successful ASI, though, needs 
a vocal and involved student body. 
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If students don’t tell their respective 
ASI officials what they want, then 
ASI has no way to respond to that 
need. 

The more ASI is told, the more 
it can do and the better it can 
serve. With the recent $16 ASI fee 
increase, this is true now more than 
ever. 

It does not matter how transparent 
ASI becomes if students don’t give 
back any interest or energy. 

This year, we want executive 
candidates who want to give the 
students what they want. We want 
an ASI Senate that acts in the best 
interest of the student body, and 
we want a student body that takes 
advantage of the resources that ASI 
provides them with. 
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VOTE FOR 
CRIMEA 
TO SECEDE 
SHOULD BE 
DEBATED 


By MicHAEL Woop 
Contributing Writer 


n Crimea today, there is a 

question of what it means to be 

a democracy. How can a seem- 

ingly resounding approval of 
the Crimean people fall under suspicion 
and be roundly rejected by the nations 
of the world? 

Some may argue that democracy 
has been served, and in the interest of 
faux-objectivity, play into the hands 
of Russian disinformation surround- 
ing the crisis. However, what we saw 
in Crimea over the weekend was, in 
fact, an aberration of the norms of 
democracy. 

Let us remember Sunday, March 
16, the day the referendum occurred. 
At that time, several thousand Russian 
troops had been stationed in Crimea 
for weeks. Ukrainian troops were 
under a silent siege, surrounded in 
their barracks and told to either defect 
or leave by Russian military officials, 
according to the Los Angeles Times. 
The secessionist feelings were already 
on the rise. 

Is it possible to have a demo- 
cratic election take place with armed 
foreign troops on your soil? 

Russian passports were alleg- 
edly used as voter identification in 
Crimea, a claim made by The Guard- 
ian, among other sources. How could 
a Russian passport be used as proof 
of Crimean citizenship? 

And of course, photos of polling 
stations released, again by The Guard- 
ian, reveal the containers where voters 
deposited ballots. 

How can one have a fair democratic 
election without a private ballot? 

Even more important, let us 

.remember that the Crimean referen- 
dum did not even have the option for 
Crimea to remain part of the Ukraine. 

The ballot allowed for Crimean 
citizens to either join the Russian 
Federation or declare independence; 
there was no option to remain with 
the government of Ukraine, according 
to The Guardian. 

So, let’s check all of the facts here. 
Armed foreign military roaming your 
city streets, check. An environment 


See CRIMEA, Page 5 
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Gov. Brown’s bullet train is on the fast track to nowhere 


By Nick CHAVEZ 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


In an attempt to modernize California’s infra- 
structure, Gov. Jerry Brown is pushing a highly 
debated plan to develop a bullet train that would 
travel from Southern to Northern California. 

Proposition 1A, which laid the groundwork 
for the funding of the train, was approved by 
voters in 2008 and included a plan to build a 
bullet train that would run from Los Angeles 
to San Francisco. The total sum of construction 
will cost roughly $68 billion, and the project is 
estimated to generate $2 to $10 billion per year 
once completed, according to the Wall Street 
Journal and the Los Angeles Times. 

Despite the initial support for the train, there 
are many problems that have slowed down 
construction. Common obstacles have included 


CRIMEA 


Continued from Page 4 


conducive to voting fraud and allowing non- 
citizens to vote en masse, check. Public display 
of your ballot in front of likely pro-Russia voters, 
check. The complete lack of an option to reject any 
changes proposed, check. 

The election was not democracy, it was a com- 
plete and total farce. 

What the West can do about this, or even if 
they should do anything about it remains to be 


legal issues pertaining to where the money will 
come from, lawsuits claiming that the financial 
plan is not what the people voted on in 2008 and 
general criticism of the plan from fellow politi- 
cians and Californians alike. Many people are 
beginning to doubt the bullet train, saying that 
they would rarely use the train if it were finished 
and would halt the funding if they could, accord- 
ing to the LA Times. 

The primary argument Brown has been mak- 
ing in defense of the project is based on environ- 


_ mental concerns. 


“Each year, our motor vehicles use more than 14 
billion gallons of gasoline to travel over 330 billion 
miles — to put those numbers in perspective, the 
sun is 93 million miles away,” Brown said during 
his State of the State address on Jan. 22. 

Brown proposes that the bullet train will help 
cut back on carbon emissions, gas consumption 
and pollution from cars.and planes, according to 
the LA Times. He also hopes that constructing the 
train will help stimulate the economy by creating 


seen. But what is clear as day here, is that the 
Russians have annexed a part of the Ukraine 
while shunning almost all essential elements of 
democracy and international law. 

It’s commonly seen in news media nowa- 
days, talking about how the Crimean people 
have the right to democratically choose their 
fate, how people in the West can’t have a knee~ 
jerk reaction against Russia. But if this is your 
standard for democracy, you’re asking for 
shockingly little, and I can’t help but feel that 
the fate of our own democratic system may one 
day be in peril. 


jobs to not only build the train, but manage the new 
train system, according to Politico Magazine. 

However, an analysis of the train by the 
California Legislature’s Budget Analyst, Mac 
Taylor, shows that there would not be a de- 
crease in pollution until decades after the train 
is complete, according to The Sacramento Bee. 
If so, Brown’s environmental argument has 
been seriously shaken if not debunked. 

Deputy Governor Gavin Newsom, who once 
supported the bullet train, has publicly stated 
that he is beginning to have second thoughts 
about whether or not the train is a good idea. 
“T would take the dollars and redirect [them] 
to other, more pressing infrastructure needs,” 
stated Newsom, according to the San Jose 
Mercury News. 

Newsom raises a good point. California’s 
transportation infrastructure was once consid- 
ered to be the model of the nation. Now, due to 
neglect and age, the California infrastructure 
is beginning to fall to almost embarrassing and 


dangerous levels. According to the 2013 Report 
Card for America’s Infrastructure, conducted 
by The American Society of Civil Engineers, 
California’s transportation infrastructure was 
given a grade of C-. 

This deterioration of infrastructure is mainly 
due to the lack of funding necessary for mainte- 
nance, according to the Report Card. In-order to 
bring California up to a B standard, an estimate 
of $36.5 billion dollars must be invested to 
repair the roads, bridges, transit systems and 
highways — which is just half the cost of the 
train. 

Brown needs to listen to the comments from 
his critics and his colleagues. The bullet train is 
not a popular idea, and the timing is inappropri- 
ate, seeing as how our existing transportation 
system needs to be renovated. If there is money 
left after renovating the current infrastructure, 
then perhaps it can be set aside for funding a 
bullet train. But, at the moment, the money can 
be better spent on more immediate problems. 


MCT 


A fireworks show Friday celebrates the annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol into Russia. 
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The cast of “Mad Men” discusses the show’s upcoming season at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood Friday. 


Facebook 


‘MAD MEN’ TALKS NEW SEASON 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


More than 2,000 ultimate TV fans 
and die-hard “Mad Men” fanatics 
packed the Dolby Theatre in Holly- 
wood on Friday night to hear the Emmy 
Award-winning show’s cast discuss the 
upcoming season. 

Known as the ultimate TV fan festival, 
Paleyfest celebrates the best in television 
and is hosted over two weeks, during 


which the production and cast members 
for more than a dozen TV shows discuss 
past and future seasons. 

This year’s Paleyfest featured 
“American Horror Story” and “Com- 
munity,” to name a few. 

After a short introduction by creator 
Matthew Weiner, fans watched “In 
Care Of,” the sixth season finale that 
aired in June 2013. 

As the anticipation grew, fans ap- 
plauded and screamed as seven cast 
members, one-by-one, came onstage. 

Jon Hamm, Elisabeth Moss and Jes- 


sica Paré were among the cast mem- 
bers who shed insight on the show’s 
impressive six-season run so far. 

Moderated by TV Guide’s Michael 
Schneider, the panel discussion offered 
valuable insight into the enigma of the 
past six seasons. One interesting piece of 
information came when Hamm told the 
audience that the cast will begin shoot- 
ing the next seven episodes for the sec- 
ond part of the seventh season on Friday. 

The first episode of seven in the first 
part of the seventh season will air in 
less than a month. 


Although it has been universally 
loved and approved by fans and critics, 
cast members said “Mad Men” was per- 
petually in threat of getting cancelled. 
Now that the end is near, many, includ- 
ing Hamm, expressed their feelings on 
the bittersweet farewell. 

“Emotionally, we’re in some phase of 
grief, which is probably denial,’ Hamm 
said, according to Rolling Stone. “We are 
collectively realizing that the end is com- 
ing, and there’s no way to prepare for it.” 

One of the night’s strangest moments 
came when a fan asked the cast a question 


about silence being used to convey emo- 
tion in the show. Instead of responding 
to the question, Hamm appropriately en- 
gaged ina staring contest with Schneider. 

The hilarious exchange, which lasted 
almost 90 seconds, had the audience 
keeling over with laughter. 


SEASON T PREMIERE 

On April 13, the final season of 
“Mad Men” will premier on AMC. 

Last season, fans watched as Don 
Draper (Jon Hamm) further cascaded 
downwards into despair. A failed move 
to Los Angeles, problems with his es- 
tranged children and drastic changes at 
work left Draper at rock bottom. 

Meanwhile, Peggy Olson (Elizabeth 
Moss) has just seen her lover and co- 
worker accept an offer to work in Los 
Angeles, thus ending their romantic fling. 

The sixth season also saw Peter 
Campbell (Vincent Kartheiser) further 
isolate himself from friends and family. 
At the end of the season, Campbell vis- 
its his daughter for the last time before 
heading to California with some of the 
other advertising executives. 

Campbell was at the center of many 
hilarious and embarrassing moments in 
the sixth season. When Campbell trav- 
eled to Detroit, he unwittingly drove a 
Chevy Camaro in reverse and caused 
damaged to the of inside of the General 
Motors headquarters. When Bob Ben- 
son (James Wolk) revealed he had feel- 
ings for Campbell, fans couldn’t help 
but be surprised. 

The biggest question that has not 
been answered involves the failing 
marriage between Don and Megan 
Draper (Jessica Pare). Will Don Draper 
divorce his second wife? 

The final season of 14 episodes will 
air over two years, with the last seven 
airing in spring 2015. 


Annual VSA Video Music Awards 
to be hosted on campus 


Twelve clubs from multiple Southern 
California campuses will feature their own 
music videos at the ceremony. 


By Matt MUELLER 
Staff Writer 


Roll out the red carpet, because 
it’s the time of the year for compe- 
tition, music and inter-university 
rivalries. | am, of course, talking 
about the Vietnamese Student As- 
sociation Video Music Awards cer- 
emony. 

VSA is a club that has a presence at 
multiple Southern California universi- 
ties. During the time of the festival, 
they all come together for an annual 
competition to recognize which cam- 
pus club can make the best music 
video. 

“We judge based on creativity [and] 
execution, and encourage putting 
Vietnamese culture in the videos,” 
said Kyle Portman, a senior film major 
at Cal State Long Beach. 

According to Portman, the Video 
Music Awards have been up and run- 
ning for the last five years. Initially, 
there weren’t many schools involved, 
but, for this year’s award ceremony, 
twelve schools have signed up to par- 
ticipate. 

There is no hard established time 
limit for the videos, although most 
videos run for the length of the song 
used. Anything over five minutes 
needs expressed permission from 
VSA board members. According to 
Portman, one of the main rules en- 


sures that two clubs don’t choose the 
same song. 

The skill of filmmakers are all 
highly variable, with some proficient 
in videography while others are little 
more than recreational amateurs. 

“It’s a mix of both,” Portman said. 
“Some students are film majors, oth- 
ers just pick it up.” 

The method of choosing a winner 
boils down to the judgment of each 
school’s president combined with a 
guest judge with more experience in 
film or music videos, according to 
Portman. However, other awards are 
decided in a more democratic manner, 
such as the People’s Choice award and 
an award for the Best-Dressed attend- 
ees. 

A potential rivalry is blossoming 
between Cal Poly Pomona — the win- 
ning school for the past three years — 
and University of California, Irvine, 
which barely fell short of first: place 
in 2013. 

Portman said anyone is welcome to 
attend the event. Many students from 
other schools come as well, so he rec- 
ommends placing a name on the “Will 
Call” list. 

The Video Music Awards will be 
hosted on campus, as it has been in 
many years past, on March 28. Ad- 
mission is $5 presale and $7 at the 
door, and attendees are expected to 
dress to impress. For further infor- 
mation, visit CSULB VSA on Face- 
book. 
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Dirtbags manage to take one of three from CSUF 


LBSU beats the Titans 
for the first time 
since May of 2012. 


By ALEx Campos 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Dirtbags came into the week- 
end looking to get their first series win 
against Fullerton since 2008. 

The No. 12 Titans (13-8) had other 
ideas, winning two of three over the 
Dirtbags (11-11) in a nonconference se- 
ries at Goodwin Field in Fullerton. 

The Dirtbags lost 5-1 Friday night 
despite tagging CSUF’s best pitcher for 
10 hits. Titan ace Thomas Eshelman, 
who is considered one of the top pitch- 
ers in the country, gave up all 10 hits, 
including three to leadoff hitter Colby 
Brenner. However, he allowed one un- 
earned run and only needed 98 pitches 
to throw his second complete game of 
the season. 

The Dirtbags lone run came in the 
first, which Brenner led off with a single 
and a steal. He reached third on an error 
and was driven in on a sacrifice fly by 
Garrett Hampson. 

Dirtbags’ starter Nick Sabo allowed 
five runs in five innings for his second 
loss of the season. He gave up a lead- 
off home run to CSUF third baseman 


Matt Chapman, who drove in three runs 
in the game. Logan Lombana and Nick 
Rossetta came on in relief of Sabo and 
kept CSUF off the board, but LBSU 
couldn’t get anything going off Es- 
helman, last year’s Collegiate Baseball 
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strategy, communication, and labor relations. 


For more information, contact 


Justyn Sequoia at (562) 833-0457 or 
Alina Alvarez at (323) 394-0137 
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Nick Sabo pitches during a game against Arizona State. The Dirtbags’ ace was unable to outduel Cal 
State Fullerton’s Thomas Eshelman in a loss on Friday, but LBSU beat the Titans the next day. 


Freshman Pitcher of the Year. 

The Dirtbags bounced back in game 
two, defeating the Titans 3-2 for their 
first win over CSUF since May 2012. 

Hampson led the charge for the Dirt- 
bags on offense, smacking two doubles 
and scoring the first two runs for Long 
Beach. 

Andrew Rohrbach took the hill for 
the Dirtbags and allowed only three hits 
in the game. He. allowed the two runs 
to score after a walk and a hit-by-pitch 
set up a two-run double for CSUF first 
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A Critical Skill for Pay Equity 


Dr. Pat Lynch, President & CEO, Business 
Alignment Strategies, Inc. 

Dr. Pat Lynch helps clients optimize business 
results. A consultant, executive coach, and speaker, 
Dr. Lynch's specialties include measurement, 
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baseman J.D. Davis. 

Ino Patron, who drove Hampson in to 
tie the game at two, scored the winning 
run in the sixth on an error by Titans 
center fielder Austin Diemer. Diemer 
dropped what should have been a rou- 
tine fly ball off the bat of Michael Hill, 
which allowed Patron to score and gave 
the Dirtbags a 3-2 victory. 

Rohrbach went six solid innings and 
was relieved by Ty Provencher and Kyle 
Friedrichs, who combined to allow one 
hit over three innings. They were bailed 
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support 


out by a pair of diving catches, one 
by Hill, which saved a run and one by 
Brenner that ended the game. 

However, Fullerton won the series 
with a 6-5 victory on Sunday. 

The Titans touched up Dirtbags start- 
er Jason Alexander for four runs in the 
second inning and six total. Alexander 
was pulled after only three innings. 

The Dirtbags fought back with scor- 
ing singles by Daniel Jackson and 
Colton Vaughn. A fielder’s choice made 
the game 6-3, which was the score until 

the ninth inning. 

Davis, who also serves as a closer 
for the Titans, gave up singles to Rich- 

‘ard Prigatano and Zack Belanger. No- 
lan Meadows doubled to left center to 
bring the deficit to one, but Davis got 

Alex Bishop to ground out to second 

to end the ball game. 

The Dirtbags travel to UCLA to 
take on the defending national cham- 
pion Bruins on Tuesday. First pitch is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. 


Baseball 

FRIDAY 

Long Beach State 1 
Cal State Fullerton 5 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 3 
Cal State Fullerton 2 
SUNDAY 

Long Beach State 5 
Cal State Fullerton 6 
Softball 

SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 7 
San Diego 6 
Long Beach State 4 
San Jose State 6 
SUNDAY 

Long Beach State 9 
San Jose State 6 
Long Beach State 3 
San Diego 2 
Men’s Volleyball 

FRIDAY 

Long Beach State 0 
Pepperdine 3 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 1 
USC 3 
Women’s Water Polo 

FRIDAY 

Long Beach State 8 
Hawaii 9 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 3 
USC 12 
Women’s Tennis 

SUNDAY 

Dartmouth 2 
Long Beach State 5 
SUNDAY 

Harvard 3 
Long Beach State 4 


Men’s volleyball falls to 
Pepperdine, USC on road 


By ANITA WANG 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After a month of defeating foes 
at home, the No. 2 Long Beach State 
men’s volleyball team saw its eight- 
match winning streak snap with a 
sweep by Pepperdine and a tough 3-1 
loss to Southern California. 

It was the second time this season 
LBSU lost two consecutive matches, 
with the first time against Hawaii and 
USC two months ago. 

It was an uncharacteristic weekend 
for the 49ers as they picked up their 
two lowest hitting percentages. They 
hit .184 on the first night against Pep- 
perdine and got worse the following 
night against the Trojans, when they 
hit .180, a season-low. 

Senior Taylor Crabb also had an 
unusual night after hitting a .182 clip 
against the Waves, the only team to 
have kept him under .200 all season. 

LBSU (15-6, 12-6 Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation) started out strong 
against Pepperdine (13-5, 13-5 MPSF) 
with a 7-3 spurt but allowed the Waves 
to pull ahead after a break for a 13-11 
advantage. The Waves stayed ahead the 
remainder of the set and finished it at 
25-21. 

A similar fate occurred as the sec- 


ond set ended at 25-21 with the Waves 
in control the whole time. 

With one more chance to stay in the 
game, the 49ers kept the difference 
tight at the beginning of the third set, 
never trailing by more than one. They 
pulled ahead after a Crabb kill at 10-7, 
but a service error at 23-23 and three 
more errors allowed the Waves to pull 
away and win, 27-25. 

The 49ers hoped to redeem them- 
selves the following night after cutting 
their winning streak short and after 
USC (14-8, 13-8 MPSF) swept them 
in their home opener two months ear- 
lier. Instead, they ended the weekend 
in disappointment after a close four-set 
match. 

Although the 49ers tallied a 14.5 to 
7.5 advantage in team blocks, the Tro- 
jans outscored them with 30 more kills 
and 18 more digs. 

Crabb was once again the only 49er 
to register double-digit kills with 15. 
The Trojans were led by three double- 
digit scorers: Tanner Jansen (26), Lu- 
cas Yoder (22) and Maddison McKib- 
bin (13). ; 

The Waves and the Trojans are the 
only teams that have swept the “Niners 
all season. 

The 49ers will look to bounce back 
this week as they face UC San Diego 
on Thursday and UC Irvine on Friday. 
Both matches will begin at 7 p.m. and 
will be played on the road. 


